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who had witnessed them were relieved from all trouble
on this head. But in these days many fail in the prelimi-
nary undertaking. Complicated questions of evidence
perplex them : they are assailed with doubts of the pos-
sibility of transmitting from age to age a trustworthy ac-
count of any long series of incidents, especially a series
including miracles. Suppose this difficulty surmounted,
still the same remoteness of the life of Christ creates much
difficulty in ascertaining the meaning of the words lie
used, and the exact nature of the doctrines he taught.
For those words and those doctrines have been subjected
to the ingenuity of many generations of commentators.
Spoken originally to men of the ancient world, they have
received a succession of medieval and modern glosses, and
if we put these aside and study the text for ourselves, our
own training, the education and habits of the nineteenth
century, disqualify us in a considerable degree for entering
into its meaning. Only a well-trained historical imagina-
tion, active and yet calm, is competent so to revive the
circumstances of .place and time in which the words were
delivered as to draw from them, at a distance of eighteen
hundred years, a meaning tolerably like that which they
conveyed to those who heard them.
2. Christ's first followers had a sympathy with him,
and his mode of teaching had an adaptation to them, which
arose from the fact of the Master and disciples being con-
temporaries and fellow-countrymen. It is common to say
of political constitutions that they must grow and cannot
be made. Now the constitution which Christ gave to
mankind has been found capable of being transplanted
into almost every soil, but, notwithstanding, it is native to
Palestine, and must have been embraced by those to whom

